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Our Commitment to You
• To work toward a healthy community with self-sufficient individuals 

and families living in responsible and loving environments.

• To pursue ways to promote lasting, positive 
change in all areas of our society.

• To constitute wise financial decisions; to be a good 
steward of the monies entrusted to us by our donors.

• To provide excellent service to our donors and 
non-profit organizations seeking assistance to 
fulfill their philanthropic intentions.

• To continually develop our community assets 
and work to strengthen our county.

• Since our establishment in 1991, the Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation has been operating under these principles and 
remains devoted to the continual fulfillment of our mission. 

SHARON BISHER
PRESIDENT/CEO

SUSAN STOUT
DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS

CAITLIN CLARK
MARKETING/YOUTH 
PROGRAM OFFICER

OUR MISSION
To receive and administer funds 
for artistic, charitable, educational, and 
scientifi c purposes in a manner that both 
promotes the spirit of philanthropy and 
meets the needs of the people 
of Hillsdale County.

HCCF STAFF
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2019 COMMUNITY REPORT 

AMAZING! 
Thanks to our donors, community 
partners and local supporters, we 
have had another amazing year at 
the Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation! The pages throughout 
this report will tell the story of how 
philanthropy is making a difference 
in our communities. 

The theme for this year’s report 
is Connecting the Pieces of Our 
Community. This report gives 
life to our belief that together 
we can do more. Through our 
collective efforts and partnership, 
great things are happening in our 
communities and county. Each 
month in the calendar features a 
grant, an organization, a program 
or individuals that connected with 
others to achieve success. 

The Foundation is proud to again 
lead by example. Whether it is a 
program, grant, or community 
project, we believe that no one 
can do this work alone. Our Give 
Where You Live program connects 

individuals, donors and non-profit 
organizations to provide much 
needed financial support to our 
most needy populations. The Warm 
the Children program is an example 
of community partnerships between 
our local Wal-Mart, Community 
Action Agency and the Foundation 
to provide warm clothing to 
children in need. Our Donor 
Advised Funds made a huge impact 
this year connecting our donors 
with areas they are most passionate 
about. All of these connections 
resulted in over $1.1  million in 
grant monies being distributed 
throughout our county this year. 

We are so grateful for our 
community partners, donors, fund 
holders and everyone else that 
have joined with us and supported 
our effort to make a difference 
in our county. The pages in the 
calendar celebrate our hard work 
and successes that have come 
about through our willingness to 
work together. Let’s keep it going. 
Together we are making a difference! 

In Community Service, 

Jason Wade 
BOARD CHAIR

Sharon E. Bisher
PRESIDENT/CEO
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CLARKE, AND CHUCK NORTH

HILLSDALE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS
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County 
Great Start 
Collaborative 
Story Walk
The Hillsdale County Great Start 
Collaborative received a $2,000 grant 
to sponsor a Story Walk. On July 13, 
HC Great Start held a Story Walk 
at the Hillsdale County Farmer’s 
Market. The purpose of the event 
was to promote literacy and provide 
nutrition awareness to families with 
young children, partnering with 
the Famer’s Market and the county 
libraries. The event gave families 
the opportunity to read popular 
children’s books with librarians 
who volunteered their time to read 
a portion of the story. For attending, 
families were given a token they 
exchanged for $5 worth of fresh 
produce from participating vendors. 
They were also able to select a book 
to take home, along with a snack and 
an activity.    The Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation was proud 
to support this event.
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FAMILIES ENJOY THEIR TIME AT THE 2019 STORY WALK EVENT 
HOSTED BY GREAT START HILLSDALE COUNTY.
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Spotlight:
Ellie Ackerson
SCHOLARSHIPS RECEIVED:

EMILY B. WILLIAMS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

HERB BORDNER/JONESVILLE AMERICAN 
LEGION SCHOLARSHIP

HILLSDALE COUNTY COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE SCHOLARSHIP

JONESVILLE ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP

Every year, the Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation awards 
scholarships to Hillsdale County 
area students. Each scholarship 
has different requirements, but 
gives recipients the opportunity 
to financially prepare for their 
educational future. Ellie Ackerson 
was one of the many Hillsdale County 
seniors that received scholarships 
through HCCF. Ackerson was 
involved in many sports, activities 
and clubs during her high school 
years and was named the “2019 
Jonesville Youth Citizen of the Year”.

 As a senior at Jonesville High School, 
Ellie had to decide where she was 
going to attend college and how 
she was going to prepare for that 
transition. Attending college was 
important to her because it would 
be necessary in order to be who she 
wanted to be.  She knew she had to go 
to college, to get involved, experience 
new opportunities, network and 
attain the knowledge and credentials. 

Ellie decided to attend Oakland 
University with a goal to become 
a doctor. She chose Oakland 
University because of the honors 
program offered and its various 
educational opportunities. To 
prepare for college, Ellie took A.P. 
classes in high school, studied as 
much science as she could and dual 
enrolled at Jackson College.

Attending college has given Ellie 
opportunities that she would not have 
otherwise and is thankful that her 
scholarships help made it possible. 
Ellie’s goals for college are to study 
hard and engage in opportunities 
on campus while maintaining a 
high GPA.  She would also like to 
participate in a medical mission trip.

Ellie shared advice for graduating 
seniors: “You need to love where you 
live. Ask yourself ‘can I see myself 
living here for the next 4 years of 
my life? Do I see myself there?’” She 
also expressed, “Your mental health 
is so important and can affect your 
future.  Always make your mental 
health a priority”.
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Michindoh 
Grant 
This year, HCCF made two grants 
towards the new multi-level high 
ropes challenge course at Michindoh 
Conference Center. In May, the 
YOUTH granted $5,000 towards the 
project and in June HCCF granted 
another $15,000. Michindoh’s existing 
course was installed over 25 years 
ago, and by building the new course, it 
ensured withstanding 50+ years. The 
course is designed to teach participants 
how to work together in community, 
challenge their own understanding of 
what they can accomplish, and learn to 
support each other. HCCF was excited 
to fund this project because of the 
mission behind it. Michindoh’s goal 
was to provide the high ropes course as 

a tool for the youth of the community 
through various local schools, 
retreats, events, and community 
programs as the course is available for 
5th graders to adults. 

With volunteers and staff labor, 
Michindoh reduced expected total 
costs for the project. Through the 
efforts of their board and staff, they 
were able to leverage a significant 
amount of funding. The money that 
HCCF granted was the remaining 
$20,000 needed to complete the 
project. Michindoh Conference 
Center officially opened the course 
in the fall of 2019. The course is two 
stories high, with nine elements 
on each story. A unique part of the 
project was that a committee of youth 
were involved in the construction 
of the project, being trained in the 
benefits of its use and participated in 
providing the activity to other youth. 

Director of Guest Services, Travis 
Favreau, expressed his excitement 
about the project, “the course features 
an access stairway and deck that allows 
guests with a broad range of physical 
abilities to participate, as well as a 
continuous belay system that greatly 
increases course safety. These two 
features would have not been made  
possible without the YOUTH grant.” 
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YOUTH 
Alumni Spotlight:
Jordan 
Richardson  
Community is the biggest force that 
drives what HCCF does and Jordan 
Richardson feels the same. Richardson 
joined the YOUTH as a junior in 
high school in 2006 when he was 
asked by an upperclassman who was 
transitioning out to take his place. He 
was excited about the opportunity 
for community leadership, to have an 
input, and to collaborate with students 
from other schools in Hillsdale 
County. “Not every sixteen-year-old 
gets to do that”, Jordan said.

During his time with YOUTH, 
Richardson remembered a grant 
they provided to a rodeo arena at the 
fairgrounds and how unfamiliar he 
was with it. He had this “ah-hah” 
moment where he realized that 
although he did not have anything to 
contribute personally, he recognized 
there was still a need, not for him but 
for the community. 

After high school, Richardson 
continued his education at Hope 
College studying Economics and 
Business Management. Professionally, 
Jordan worked in Sales in Grand 
Haven and then moved to Iowa 
where he worked at a camp, then as a 
financial advisor.  Jordan now serves 
as the Director of Charitable Giving at 
the Community Foundation of Greater 
Des Moines. It was the work that he 

did with the YOUTH that ultimately 
sparked his interest for his current job.

Having the background with the 
YOUTH helped him to choose a career 
path in philanthropy. As a past financial 
advisor, it was always the conversations 
about charitable giving that excited him. 
“It’s all I wanted to talk about and now 
I’m doing it every day”, Jordan said. 

In his current role, Richardson 
works with individual donors and 
professional advisors – his job is to 
get out and tell the story.  Richardson 
shared that the most rewarding part of 
his job is meeting with the individual 
donors. “They are always so generous 
and eager to learn about what they can 
do for the community”, Jordan said. 
He occasionally has the opportunity to 
meet with families as well. He gets to 
meet with parents and their children 
or even grandchildren, and talk about 
their legacy and what that will look like.

Jordan recognized that it is important 
to be involved in the community. 
“Voices matter, diverse voices matter,” 
he shared. As a 30-year-old young 
adult, he is able to plug in personally 
and professionally. He is able to have 
an opinion, to be heard,  and to speak 
up in the community.

Richardson shared advice for current 
YOUTH members: “Cherish this 
opportunity. Recognize that this is 
something not everyone has the chance 
to do—it’s a big deal.” Jordan said, 
“Believe in Hillsdale County and the 
town you’re from. The future is bright 
and I believe that the YOUTH has the 
capacity to make changes, changes that 
no other group could make.”    
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HCCF YOUTH 
Mini-Grant 
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Applications Due
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Looking for more information? Go to www.abouthccf.org for:
• Scholarship Recipients
• Grant Awards from Donor Advised, Designated, and Field of Interest Funds
• Grant Awards from the HCCF General Endowment Fund
• Grant Awards from the Kellogg Youth Advisory Fund
• Funds of the Foundation

Then

Now
Jordan Richardson  Jordan Richardson  

Now
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YOUTH #You 
Matter Campaign

YOUTH Members
TOP LEFT (L TO R)

EMMA DRAHEIM
GRACE EMENS

CLEMMIE GADWOOD
LINDSEY CLARKE

TOP CENTER (L TO R)

DAMION SCHARER
BRENDAN BUSCH
MORGAN BLONDE

CARSON LANEY

TOP RIGHT (L TO R)

KEEGAN OXLEY
EMILY TONER

HALLEE FORBES
MARIA MANDRELLE

CENTER RIGHT (L TO R)

JENA FELLABAUM
HALLIE JAMES

KETURAH NEUKOM
LUKE POTTER

BOTTOM RIGHT (L TO R)

MYA ESTEL
KENZIE RANDOLPH
GAVIN ZIMMERMAN
EMILY MARQUART

NOT PICTURED: 
BRYLEE BOYD

KIMBALL HUGHES
JACOB NEUKOM

ELIZABETH TURNER

The YOUTH Program provides grants 
to county non-profit organizations 
that benefit youth and is involved in 
work that bring awareness to youth 
related issues, community service, fund 
development and volunteerism to make 
a difference in the community.

This year, the YOUTH ran a mental 
health awareness campaign called #You 
Matter. The campaign served as a second 
part response to bringing awareness 
to youth mental health. During this 
campaign, the students were responsible 
for carrying out the #YOUMATTER 
initiative in their schools. YOUTH 
members made up individualized locker 
signs that included encouraging quotes 
that were distributed in the schools to 
show that every person matters and 
everyone is important. Various groups 
were also identified to post photos on 
social media to show their support 
and acknowledge the importance of 
mental health in youth. This initiative 
led to not only youth participation, but 
even school administrators took part. 
The #YOUMATTER campaign was 
significant because it led to the discussion 
of mental health issues and worked to 
reduce the stigmas associated with it.

In recognition of their efforts, The 
YOUTH were awarded the Media 
Usage of the Year Award at the 
2019 Youth Grantmakers Summer 
Leadership Conference. The Council 
of Michigan Foundations (CMF) and 
Michigan Community Foundation’s 
Youth Project (MCFYP) honored the 
HCCF YOUTH for their outstanding 
work. This award serves as an excellent 
reminder of the impact youth grant 
makers can have on their community.
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Give Where 
You Live
The Give Where You Live 
initiative is a community giving 
program aimed at meeting the 
needs of area non-profits. HCCF 
has proudly sponsored this 
program since 2011, offering 
local residents and organizations 
the financial security as well 
as opportunities to continue to 
give to the programs they care 
about most. Since then, the 
program has grown to include 
12 agencies and 3 area food 
pantries. For the past 8 years, 
Give Where You Live has given 
donors the option to designate 
their gifts to a particular agency 
or an unrestricted fund.  Ways of 
giving include payroll deductions, 
ACH transfer  or giving an 
outright gift. The Give Where 
You Live program includes the 
following agencies:

• Alpha Omega Care Center 

• Community Action Agency 

• CAPA (Child Abuse 
Prevention & Awareness) 

• Domestic Harmony 

• Greater Hillsdale Humane Society 

• Hillsdale Area Men With Vision 

• Hillsdale County CASA 
(Court Appointed Special 
Advocates For Children) 

• Hillsdale County Senior 
Services Center 

• Hospice of Hillsdale County 

• Legal Services of South 
Central Michigan 

• Salvation Army

• St. Peter’s Free Clinic 

• Area Food Pantries:

� King’s Kupboard 

� Lifeline 

� Waldron First Church of Christ 

Independence Day
(4th of July)

Parents Day

JULY 2020
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CAA DIAPER DRIVE

HOSPICE OF HILLSDALE COUNTY

DOMESTIC HARMONY AND GOAL

SENIOR SERVICES CENTER
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SPOTLIGHT:

Hillsdale College 
Goal Program 
The Hillsdale College GOAL 
program was established in 1988 
through a grant from the W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation. The GOAL 
program is a chance to connect 
Hillsdale College students with 
meaningful opportunities to 
serve the local community 
with their time and talents. 
GOAL strives to invest in the 
local community by developing 
sustainable programs that address 
unmet community needs and 
connecting student volunteers 
where they can have the greatest 
impact.  There are currently 
twenty-one service opportunities 
within the GOAL Program.   

Through a unique collaborative 
effort, the Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation has been 
able to provide grant funding 
to various GOAL programs to 
enhances their activity within our 
county. The collaboration includes 
training on community statistics, 
grant writing workshops and 
outcome based reporting.  

Each goal program was required to 
complete a grant application and 
participate in a presentation to a 
committee for funding consideration. 
Grant awards totaling $15,000 were 
announced in a special presentation.  

The Foundation is looking forward 
to continuing this collaboration 
that encourages volunteerism, real 
life experience for students and 
promotes the spirit of philanthropy! 

Senior Citizens' Day
World 

Humanitarian Day

AUGUST 2020
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Looking for more information? Go to www.abouthccf.org for:
• Scholarship Recipients
• Grant Awards from Donor Advised, Designated, and Field of Interest Funds
• Grant Awards from the HCCF General Endowment Fund
• Grant Awards from the Kellogg Youth Advisory Fund
• Funds of the Foundation
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New Funds
The Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation is continuing its 
commitment to promote philanthropy 
and meet the needs of the people 
of Hillsdale County with the 
introduction of ten new funds. The 
mission of the Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation is to receive 
and administer funds for artistic, 
charitable, educational and scientific 
purposes for the residents of Hillsdale 
County, and the Foundation is proud 
to announce the following funds:

• John and Cathy Hartley Family 
Scholarship Fund will provide an 
annual scholarship to a current or 
former graduate of either Hudson 
High School or Jonesville High 
School.  Preference will be given to 
those students pursuing a degree in 
the area of agriculture or education.  

• Isaiah 54:2 Fund will provide 
financial support to a project or 
organization in Hillsdale County as 
selected by the donor each year.  

• Taylor Hatfield Memorial 
Scholarship Fund will provide an 
annual scholarship to a graduating 
senior from Pittsford High School.  

• Sauk Theatre Bud Vear Scholarship 
Fund will provide a scholarship to 
an individual, regardless of age, who 
seeks an education.  Preference will 
be given to those students pursuing 
an involvement in theatre.  

• Tyler Neukom Memorial Fund will 
provide merit based scholarships for 
youth in Branch and Hillsdale Counties 
who wish to sponsor, or attend clinics, 
livestock camps, agriculture related 
trainings, or rodeo competitions.    

• Lyndell Patrick Scholarship Fund
will provide a renewable scholarship 
to a graduating senior of Hillsdale 
High School who is attending 
Central Michigan University.  

• Marvin & Helen Patrick Memorial 
Scholarship Fund will provide a 
renewable scholarship to a graduating 
senior of Pittsford High School 
who is attending Hillsdale College, 
Central Michigan University,  or 
Western Michigan University.  

• Don Leader Scholarship Fund
will provide an annual scholarship to 
a high academic achieving graduating 
senior from Reading High School. 

• Judge Michael E Nye Scholarship 
Fund will provide an annual 
scholarship to a student of a school 
district serving Hillsdale County 
who seeks a pre-law degree. 

International Day of 
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Constitution Day/
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Rosh HaShanah
Ends

Yom Kippur 
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Yom Kippur 
Ends
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HILLSDALE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
2018-2019 Overview
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OCTOBER 2020
Warm the Children
The Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation is proud to sponsor the 
“Warm the Children” program. For 
the past twelve years, the program has 
been able to provide essential needs 
for families. Since 2007, Warm the 
Children has served 1,692 children 
providing $94,545 worth of new, 
warm winter clothing. The program 
aims to assist local  families, giving 
them one less thing to worry about. 

Warm the Children gives families the 
opportunity to shop for the items they 
need, ensuring the accurate size, and 
giving the children the chance to pick 
out their own clothing to wear during 
the cold winter months. HCCF receives 
donations and works with Walmart to 
coordinate the shopping every year.

Warm the Children has been blessed 
with many generous donors. Without 
donations, the program would not 
be able to continue. HCCF gratefully 
accepts donations throughout the year 
and 100 percent go towards the purchase 
of clothes with no administrative costs. 
Donations to the Warm the Children 
fund are fully tax deductible.fund are fully tax deductible.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Election Day

Veteran’s Day

All Saints’ Day

National 
Philanthropy Day

Thanksgiving 

HCCF Adult and 
YOUTH Grant 

Applications Due 

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

First Sunday 
of Advent

Looking for more information? Go to www.abouthccf.org for:
• Scholarship Recipients
• Grant Awards from Donor Advised, Designated, and Field of Interest Funds
• Grant Awards from the HCCF General Endowment Fund
• Grant Awards from the Kellogg Youth Advisory Fund
• Funds of the Foundation

The Great Give
The Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation is proud to sponsor the 
Great Give event, a day aimed at 
encouraging all of Hillsdale County 
to give to local non-profits. The event 
is held the first Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving which is also recognized 
as Giving Tuesday. Giving Tuesday is 
a global day dedicated to giving back. 
Families, individuals, and businesses 
come together for one common 
purpose: to celebrate generosity and to 
give. The spirit of philanthropy is widely 
demonstrated in Hillsdale County.

The Great Give gives people the 
chance to make donations to local 
non-profits, many of them providing 
critical assistance for local needs. In 
2018, many people made donations 
to eight local non-profits. There were 
opportunities for agencies to receive 
both random and assigned prizes and 
funds from the bonus pool. In addition, 
HCCF accepted gifts for a number of 
other non-profit organizations, which 
were passed along directly to those 
agencies. Online gifts were welcomed 
using the HCCF website, www.
abouthccf.org and walk-in gifts were 
accepted at the HCCF office throughout 
the day. In total, 1,405 contributions 
were received during the Great Give.

The area non-profits that were 
directly involved in the Great Give 
were: Alpha Omega, CAPA (Child 
Abuse Prevention and Awareness), 
Community Action Agency, Domestic 
Harmony, Greater Hillsdale Humane 
Society, Hillsdale County Senior 
Services Center, Hospice of Hillsdale 
County,  and St. Peter’s Free Clinic.

NOVEMBER 2020THE NON-PROFITS INVOLVED IN THE 2018 GREAT GIVE 
POSE FOR A PICTURE AFTER A GREAT DAY OF RECEIVING 

DONATIONS AND CELEBRATING GIVING.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day

International 
Volunteer Day

Winter Solstice
First Day of Winter Christmas 

New Year’s Eve

HCCF YOUTH 
Mini-Grant 

Applications Due

Hanukkah Begins

Hanukkah Ends

DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020DECEMBER 2020

Giving Tuesday

Leave 
A Legacy 
The Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation was established 
in 1991 for the purpose of 
assisting residents in receiving 
and administering charitable 
contributions in order to make our 
communities a better place to live, 
work and play. HCCF strives each 
day to work towards creating a 
healthy community and pursuing 
ways to bring about positive 
changes. We bring that to fruition 
by continuously making wise 
financial decisions and providing 
excellent service to community 
members, donors, grantees and 
other supporting organizations.   

Endowing a fund with the 
Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation creates a legacy 
of caring that continues to 
benefit our community for 
many generations to come. 
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving. The income earned 
from an endowment fund 
will support our community 
today and into the future.  
An endowed fund with us 
ensures there will always be 
philanthropic resources available 
to meet the community’s most 
pressing needs and promising 
opportunities. 

As part of the effort of securing 
our future, the Foundation 
founded The Legacy Society. The 
Legacy Society recognizes those 
who have named the Hillsdale 
County Community Foundation 
as the beneficiary of any type of 
planned or deferred gift. By leaving 
a gift to the Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation in your 
estate plan, you could become a 
member of our Legacy Society. 
HCCF never asks how much is 
being left to the Foundation and 
will never share any personal 
planned giving information. The 
sole purpose is to acknowledge and 
thank those who have made these 
gifts and to encourage and inspire 
others to do the same. We hope 
you will join us.

Last Sunday 
of Advent

Looking 
for more 
information? 
Go to www.abouthccf.org for:

• Scholarship Recipients
• Grant Awards from Donor 

Advised, Designated, and 
Field of Interest Funds

• Grant Awards from 
the HCCF General 
Endowment Fund

• Grant Awards from the 
Kellogg Youth Advisory 
Fund

• Funds of the Foundation



Financial Highlights
ASSETS
• Cash and Cash Equivalents .   .   .   .   .  $1,509,500 
• Beneficial Interests in Remainder Trusts.   .   .192,115 
• Investments  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  16,656,566 
• Property and Equipment, Net.   .   .   .   .   . 341,710 

TOTAL ASSETS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $18,699,891 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES

• Accrued Expenses   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $1,586 
• Grants Payable.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .728 
• Agency Fund Liability   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  78,306 

TOTAL LIABILITIES   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $80,620

FUND BALANCES
TOTAL FUND BALANCE .   .   .   .   $18,619,271

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 

FUND BALANCES    .   .   .   $18,699,891

Operating with 
the highest form 
of accountability 
and integrity.   

The National Standards for 
U.S. Community Foundations 
Accreditation Program certifies 

U.S. community foundations that 
meet and exceed federal and state 

law requirements in practice 
and by policy. The accreditation 
process is rigorous, and 

undertaking it demonstrates 
a community foundation’s 

commitment to accountability and 
excellence to its donors, its community, 

policymakers, and the public. The 
Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation is proud to have held this 
accreditation since 2004.  

The Community Foundations 
National Standards Board (CFNSB) 
is a supporting organization of 
the Council on Foundations and 
is responsible for the quality, 

value and integrity of compliance 
with National Standards. The board 
ensures that National Standards 
remain relevant amid changing 

policies, procedures and regulations, 
and coordinates developments in the 
compliance process.  Sharon Bisher, 
HCCF President, has been a member of 
this board since the March of 2018.

990 Statement
“� e prudent investment of assets is a 
primary function of the Hillsdale County 
Community Foundation Board of Trustees.  
� e Foundation invests in a varied portfolio, 
which results in our annual investment 
returns.  � e � nancial information contained 
in this report has been prepared using 
information contained in the Foundation’s 
annual audit for the year ended September 
30, 2019 .  � e complete audit, the IRS 
Form 990 tax return, names of investment 
managers, fees charged and the names 
of any parties responsible for investment 
oversight is available to the public.  Contact 
the Foundation o�  ce to request any of these 
documents.  A small fee may be charged for 
copying and mailing.”

990 Statement



Every year the foundation accepts donations of all sizes 
from a broad range of people who each have their own 
purposes for giving. Collectively they help the Hillsdale 
County Community Foundation achieve its mission to 
make Hillsdale County a better place in which to live, 
work and play. We are grateful, honored and pleased to 
recognize them in the following list. 

*We do our best to maintain 
accurate, up-to-date lists of 
donors and apologize for any 
errors or omissions. No gifts 
or contributions were used 
for the creation of this report. 
The costs of producing this 
report were paid from the 
Administrative Endowment.

A
Connie and Jim Ackerson
David C. and Jeanne 

Greenblatt Adams
William W. and Kathleen M. 

Adams
William and Terri Addison
Brad Affholter
Katherine L. Albright
Alexandrowski Family 

Foundation Inc.
John and Josephine Alipit
Kimberly Alley
Helen Anderson
Colleen Armey
David Arnett
Larry and Penny Arnn
Erin Arno
Florence Arnold
Arrow Swift Printing & Copy 

Center of Hillsdale
Kelly and Lori Atkins

B
Wayne and Kristina Babcock
James and Joyce Bailey
Lara Baker
Lisa Baker
Balko Inc.
Ken Ball
Gary N. Barber
William Barge
Ronald Barlett
Ida Barnett
Lawrence D. and Linda S. Barr
Barrett Insurance
John and Jill Barrett
Cyndi Barrett
Warren R. and Robin L. Bartels
Robert J. and Renee Batt
David and Julia Bauer
Amanda Bawden
Beach Concessions
Gary A. and Mary A. Beach
Julie Beach
Bill & Karen Beagle
Angela Beck
Sheri Belson

Teresa Bensch
Homer M. and Georgia 

Bentley
Raymond L. and Carol L. 

Bentley
Toby Berry
Stephanie Best
L A Bever
Jessica Bigelow
Stephen and Sharon Bisher 
Randy and Susan Black
James C. Blanchard
Todd Blanchard
Craig and Allison Blonde
Jason and Jennifer Blonde
Keith and Linda L. Blonde
Steve and Cynthia Blonde
Gina Bloom
Paul E. and Betty L. Blount
Lori Bottoms
Vickey Bowers
Ronald and Kathleen S. Boyle
Brads Appliance, Inc.
Gerald and Cheryl Brauer
Braun & Helmer Auction 

Service Inc.
Beth Brenner
Mary E. Briner
Paul and Kay Briner
Kristina Brock
William D. and Wendy K. 

Broesamle
Betsy L. Brooks
Cletus & Jacqueline Brooks
Randy Brooks
Christopher and Linda Brown
Debra K. Brown
Helen M. Brown
Bernard and Debra L. Allison 

Brown
Kimberly Brownlie
Martin G. and Connie 

Brumbaugh
Linda F. Bryant-Solomon
Richard F. and Carolyn I. 

Bryner
Jacquelyn Budd
Buentello Pest Control
Mike and Kristy Burger
Dean and Brenda Burlew
Mariele Busch
Kayla Bush

C
Gail and Mark Caldwell
Lori Caldwell

Michelle L. Caldwell
Jill Camburn
Allison Carazo
William and Linda Carothers
Frank W. and Eileen L. 

Carpenter
Mark and Rita Ladd Carpenter
J. R. and Elaine J. Carson
Scott and Alice Caulkins
Robert F. and Kerry A 

Cavanaugh
Center Adams Antique Power 

& Equipment Club
John and Susan Cervini
CHBW & Co., P.C.
Douglas and Jill Cherwinski
Church of Nazarene
Clark Electric, Inc.
Jessica Clark
Kevin L. and Darlene A. Clark
Staci Clark
Stephanie Clement
Gregory & Tamara Clevenger
Jeff and Shannan Clevenger
Yolanda Clevenger
Stanley L. and Deborah L. 

Clingerman
Anita and Ronald Coe
Coffee Cup Diner
Brenda Cogswell
Gerald and Sonja Colcun
Community Choice Credit 

Union
Melissa K. Conklin
Craig S. and Kathleen A. Connor
Consumers Energy Foundation
Kelly L. Cook
Theodore Cook
Shawn Cooney
Richard H. Copp
County National Bank
County National Bank Trust 

Department
Brianna C. Crall
Janet Crawford
Wendy Crawford
Michael Crist
Theodore Crockett
Thomas & Amy Crow

Amanda Cuff
Tim Cummings
Jerome and Joyce Curby
Lea Cutchall

D
Mary L. Damman
James and Carol Daniels
Catherine Dau
Adam P. and Allison M. 

Dauer
Caleb and Emily Davis
Tasha Deal
Donna DeCosta
Jayne DeLawter
Michele A. DeLoach
Mary R. Denney
Royal and Sue Ellen Denning
Brad and Patricia C. Densmore
Marian J. Dickey
Pat and Elizabeth Dillon
Alan and Mitzi Dimmers
Rhonda Dobson
Mark and Stacy Domack
Lee S. Donihue
Shean A. and Martha Donihue
Doug Dospoy
Scott E. and Sharon L. Dow
Kenneth and Shelley Downey
Robert L. and Kathryn Drake
Tere Drake
Robert Draper
James L. and Mary Colleen 

Drews
Wendy Droszcz
Deanna Ducher
M. Suzanne Dumaw
Donald G. and Nancy M. 

Dunlop

E
Bernard C. Easterday
Delores W. Eberhart
Beulah P. Ecker
Noel Eckert
James H. and Sarah E. Eckhardt
Chris and Mindy Eggleston
Danielle E. and Rob Elder
Kathleen Ellis
Emens Cattle Farm
Mark and Karla Enbody
Arvid and Connie Erholtz
Jacqueline Estes
Exchange Club of Hillsdale

F
Daniel L. and Katina S. 

Fellabaum
Oliver J. and Janet L. Fellabaum
Brittany Fenner
Margo Fether
Cliff Fether
Chloe Finnegan
First Congregational Church 

of Pittsford
John P. and Lorraine L. Fisher
Patrick H. and Emily H. 

Flannery
Marcia J. Flint
Marjorie N. Font
Joel Fontana
Coty Foster
Foulke Construction Company
James and Linda Foust
Willard C. and Carolyn P. Fowler
Frank Beck Chevrolet
Rickie D. Freeman
Scotty & Kelly Frey
Friends of Lake Diane

G
John Gadwood
George and Maxine Gaffney
Robert C. and Cathy 

Galloway
Games Realty Team LLC
Joseph S. Garnjobst
Thomas R. and Ilene K. Gaskell
Kevin L. and Angela S. Gautsche
Gayle Seely Counseling LLC
Thomas Gee
Gem Asset Management
Joyce Gendron
Donald and Sue Germann
Ron and Velvet Evans 

Giacobassi
Kevin & Debbie Gibson
Marie Gibson
Sherry Gill
Robert M. Gillespie
Owen and Judith Glei
Alvin L. Glick Foundation Inc.
Amy Goldsmith
Amy Gramling
Matthew E. and Leslie M. 

Bennett Granata
Jeffrey M. and Sarah M. Gray
Thomas Gray
Jack E. and Judith D. 

Griffiths
Katherine Griffiths
Sandy Grimm

David L. and Mary Ann Guertin

H
Kevin E. and Tricia A. Hager
Richard and Judy Hale
Betty F. Hall
Keith & Leslie Hall
Jessica Hamilton
Cherri Harding
Brandy Harris
Amy Hartley
Catherine M. Hartley
James & Deanna Hartley
Sarah Hartley
Ron Hasdesty
Diane Hasted
Maria Hayes
Ronald C. and Mary Anne 

Hayes
Ann and Ricky Headley
Sarah Headley
Jim and Jan Heckel
Rick and Anne Hector
F. Denver Hedge
Leona M. Heminger
Dr. Jon C. Herbener and Dr. 

Nichole Ellis
Jon C. and Seibra S. Herbener
Doug Hess
William and Betty Hicks
Dennis and Diana Hicksenhiser
Stephen and Roberta Higley
Art and Georgeann Hilgendorf
Barry and Karen Hill
Roberta Hill
Hillsdale Family Food Co-op 

Corp
Hillsdale Feed Company
Hillsdale Free Methodist Church
Hillsdale High School Class 

Of 1963
Hillsdale Hospital
Hillsdale Rotary Club
Hillsdale Terminal
Hillsdale United Brethren 

Women’s Ministry
Hillsdale Woman’s Club
Judy A. Hoath
Sandra Hodge
Jeremiah J. and Tressa Hodshire
Eric W. and Nicole A. Hoffman
Phillip G. and Candace Hoffman
Deb Hollister
Darlene F. and Ford M. 

Hollstein
Steven and JoEllyn Holt

Charles and Betty J. Holton
Shawn and Karlye Horton 
Stuart and Barbara Hostettler
Howard and Mary Houchen
Dennis and Lois Howard
Jerry and Diana Huepenbecker
Al and Corlinda Huffman
Carmen L. Hughes
Leslie A. and Constance 

Hutchinson
Rachel Hyde

I
Randy Iles
Interdyne
Kristen Isom

J
Jeffrey Jackson
Paul B. and Marri E. Jackson
Cheryl Jeffrey
Kelly Jensen
Jesco Industries
Johan van de Weerd Co., Inc.
Anthony Johnson
Rachael Johnson
Radford W. and Nancy E. Jones
Jonesville Community Schools
Jonesville First Presbyterian 

Church
Jonesville Football Team
Jonesville Rotary Club
Jonesville United Methodist 

Women
June’s Place Thrift Store

K
Bruce W. and Lesslie B. 

Keeling
Norman C. and Lorrie L. 

Keesler
Susan Kehoe
Karen E. Kelly
Brett T. and Kate Kerspilo
David Kimpel
Eileen Kinney
Darren and Jennifer Kittle
Mary Kittle
Kiwanis of Hillsdale
Shari Kline
Lehman & Julia Klink
Patrick and Kathleen Knight
Alton E. and Dorothy I. Knoll
Myrna Knoll
Robert Kocembo
Amber Kohler

Jeff and Barb Kovacic
Lorraine Kreske
Kroger Foundation
Melanie & Michael Krohn
Kathryn Kuntz
Ray and Gloria Kyser

L
Carol A. Lackey
Vera M. Ladd
Victoria M. Ladd
Barbara Lancaster
Jason and Stacy Laney
Jeffrey S. and Kelly L. Lantis
Sarah Lauchlen
Marsha Layman
Janet A. Lee
Marilyn K. Lee
Paul Leece Trust
Edward B. and Kathy Leinbach
Lori Lemmon
Kurt P. and Bonnie H. 

Leutheuser
Faye Lewis
Marilyn Lewis
Nichole Lewis
Roger Lewis
Anthony and Sara Lisznyai
Litchfield Class Of 2007
Holly Loader
Kay Lohness
Chester and Angela Lucas
Paul and Kristin Lucas

M
Annette and Gerald Magda
Karen Kiss & Curtis Maki
Malcheff Family
Jerry March
Kimberly Marquart
David & Sharon Marry
Elmer Marry
Laura A Marsh
Marsh Brothers, Inc.
Robert & Ruth Martin
Steve Masters
Eric Maystead
Michael and Phyllis McArthur
Ardath McCall
Dan and Melissa McCance
Shaun McCavit
Chris and Maurine 

McCourry
Paul J. and Sara McFarland
John F. and Susann McKinley

Clem and Joyce McLain
McNair Construction
Rochelle McNeil
Calvin C. McNutt
Kathy Mellon
Larry D. and Ruth A. Merillat
Trish Meyer
Patricia Mich
Michigan Rebuild & 

Automation
Larry Mielke
Deborah Miesel
Jerry D. and Deborah J. 

Miller
Michael E. and Donna K. 

Miller
Valinda Milligan
Robert and Florence Moenart
Heather Monahan
Maggie Monroe
Janis Montalvo
Montgomery United 

Methodist Church
David F. Moore
Evelyn Moore
Gary and Janette Moore
Max and Mary Moore
Richard and Michaela Moore
Rick and Brenda Moore
Todd and Sam Moore
Marjorie Morell
Marie-Claire Morellec
Amy Morris
Trent Morris 
William Morrisey
Lani Morrissey
Samuel Muffitt
William Mullaly
Jane Munson
Lori Murray
Charles W. and Barbara A. 

Myers

N
Napoleon Livestock 

Commission Co., LLC
Penny Neer
Lori Neill
Jake and Lynne Neukom
James J. and Evelyn F. Newell
Chuck and Julie North
North Adams United 

Methodist Church
North Side Carry Out
Village of North Adams
Kathryn M. & Robert E. 

Norton
Mark A. and Sandra K. 

Nussbaum
Michael and Marceline Nye

O
Thomas N. and Ann W. 

Oliver
Patrick and Elizabeth O’Neill
Rae Organ
Thomas H. and Diane 

Osbourne
Keith E. and Amy Otterbein
Lisa A. Otterbein

P
Delesha Padula
Crystal Page
Robin Page
Yvonne Parker
Janet Patrick
Lyndell Patrick
Gregg Patten
Andrew and Angela Paulsen
Larry D. and Ginger A. Payn
Carolyn A. Petrie
Robert L. and Shelvia J. Petrie
Charles and Florence Pfau
Al and Diane Philipp
David & Deborah Phillips
Lesia Pikaart
Donald F. and Donna 

Playford
Laurie Crow Poikey
Sharon Polaczyk
Roger and Judith Poling
Amber Pond
David W. and Sara Pope
Ava Potter
Darrick and Denise Potter
Mary A. Pratt
Earl ad Carrie Proctor
Promedico LLC
The Prudential Foundation 

Matching Gifts
Sandra Puvogel
R.C. Plastics

R
Scott and Tonya Randolph
Marcia & Stehpen Raymond
Reading Community Schools
Laura Reaume
Kevin Reed
Terry L. and Susanna A. Reed
Region 2 Area Agency on 

Aging

Region 2 Area Agency on 
Aging Employee’s

Maria R. Reisch
Joyce Repasy
Jon R. and Barbara A. 

Rhoades
Rosemary and Patricia 

Roberts Rial
Annalisa Rice
Marvin E. and M. Elaine Rich
Luetta K. and Thomas 

Richards
Oliver and Sara Richards
Richards Motor Sales
Donald E. and  Eva R. 

Richardson
Jonathan and Judy Rick
Jenny Rickard
Right to Life of Hillsdale 

County
Scott A. Riley
Carol L. Ringenberg
Derek S. Ringman
David J. and Micheal D. 

Roberts
Magdelina L. Roberts
Larry A. and Thelma M. 

Rogers
Rich and Nona Rogers
Ron Rogers
Carol A. Rosales
Amanda Rose
Troy D. and Renee L. Roth
Sharon S. Rothfuss
Norma Rushing
James E. and Donna L. Ryan
Martin and Nancy M. Ryan

S
Charlotte Sadler
Sanders Insurance Agency
John and Linda Sanderson
Ilona Eszter Sarkozy
Penny M. Sarles
Kristina Saunders
Lauren Sawyer
Charles & Linda Schaffner
Matthew Schlientz
Nathan W. and Elizabeth M 

Schlueter
Ronald J. and Jane Scholl
Scott Scholl
Margaret J. Scott
Paul and Jan Seegert
Maria Servold
Rickey L. and Constance P. 

Sexton
Cheryl A. Shaffer

Miriah Sharp
Dorene and Scott Shaw
F.C. and Carolyn Shiery
Linda Shigley
Larken Shimp
Elizabeth Shlueter
Scott O. and Ann Siakel
Mary Marshall Sidorsky
Linda Siegel
Jeffrey & Jean Ann Sieler
Charles H. and Barbara Sigler
Tracy Sigler
Timothy and Mary Skupinski
Carrie J. Smith
Joshua and Marney Smith
Lesley Smith
Mary Smith
Stanley L. and Carol Smith
Thomas Smith
Velda Smith
Amiee Snyder
Marvin and Jan Sober
Southeast Michigan 

Community Alliance
Mark A. Spahr
Carolyn B. Spencer
Chris T. Spencer
Kurt & Amy Spratt
Nancy J. Sprow
Jasmine Stanley
The Stanton Foundation
R. Daniel Steele Survivors Trust
Robert J. and Phyllis A. Steele
Joyce Stewart
Stillwell Ford Lincoln
Don and Karen Stiverson
Leon and Anne Stodulski
Susan Stout
Jamie Streeter
Jessica Stroble
Bruce Stroede
Linda Stuckey
Maynard Stuckey, Jr.
Linda Swope
Kathy Szczembara

T
Sarilda Tackett
Janice R. Taylor
John W. Taylor, O.D., P.C.
Rebecca J. Teller
Tenneco
James A. and Jan Tesch
Robert T. Thielen
Stephaine Thomas
Lori C. Thompson

Robert C. Thompson
Robert Thompson
TI Automotive
Thomas & Roberta Tierney
Vera Jean Tillman
Diana Tinder
Brandy Titus
Leila Todd
Cory Toner
Theodore and Valisa Toporek
Kristin A. Townsend-Warren
Gloria A. Triechman
Scott and Jen Truman
Richard Turer
William and Mary Ann 

Turski

U 
United Way Worldwide

V 
Gene Vagg
D. Irene Valentine
Douglas and Susan 

VanArsdalen
James and Sara VanCamp
Dan Vanderhill
Gretna VanFleet
Robert C. and Maxine F. 

Vanlerberg
Laurie VanOrman
Troy and Thea Vaughn
Teresa M. Vear
William VanDenburg
Vested Risk Strategies
Richard Viguerie
Roger and Colleen Vogt
Shawn and Stacy Vondra
Donald L. and Linda M. 

VonSeggern
James Vreeland

W
Jason and Brenna Wade 
Vena K. Wade
John and Wendy Waldron
Waldron Tavern
Cinda Walton
Marvin and Karen Wampler
Judy C. Warner
Michael and Donna M. 

Warren
Hosha Wasnich
David G. Watkins
Diane K. Watkins
Trisha Weaver

Andrea Wendelski
Harry and Fraya Weiss
Christopher A. and Marcia 

L Wells
Frances Wells
Steven and Karen Wells
Wells Equipment Sales
Bruce & Mary Ann 

Wertenberger
Victoria L. Westfall
Wheatland Congregational 

Church
Benjamin and Karen Wheeler
John E. and Valerie R. White
William and Doris Whorley
Juliet Widman
Scott and Rebecca Wiley
Doug and Mary Willer
David and Lynne L. Williams
Michelle Wills
Kevin B. and Diane M. 

Wilshere
Anna Wilson
Linda Wilson-Brown
Kay E. Winchel
D. Wines Family
Christine Witte
Mollie Wolf
Jeffrey and Emily O. Wood
M.L. OR G.L. Woodring
Dorothy Worms
Carmen Wyatt-Hayes

Y
Erika Yates
Amber L. Yoder
Julianne Yoder
Robert and Margaret Youngs
Brenda K. Youtsey

Z
Katherine and Calista 

Zakrzewski Memorial Trust
Jessica Zeiler
Glen L. Ziegler
Richard Zimmer
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